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1.8 BILLION STRONG: 
YOUNG PEOPLE DRIVING THE MDGs 
 
At the New York Helmsley Hotel, 212 E 42nd Street - Turtle Bay Room 
Wednesday 22 September 9:00am-10:30am 
 
The case for investing in young people now is more than clear.  

Many MDG targets and indicators directly relate to young people’s health and development and 
as such, increased investments in young people are essential to accelerating progress. Social 
investments in young people’s education, health, and employment can enable countries to build 
a strong economic base, thereby reversing inter-generational poverty especially in countries 
undergoing demographic transition.  

Such investments, if timely and gender equal can also help countries to achieve other MDGs 
such as universalizing education, promoting gender equality, reducing maternal mortality, and 
reversing the rising tide of HIV.  

This panel will make the case for prioritizing and investing in young people so as to accelerate 
progress on the MDGs. 

 
Moderator: 

Maria Antonieta Alcalde, Deputy Director of Public Affairs, IPPF WHR 

Panelists:  
Thoraya Ahmed Obaid, UNFPA Executive Director 
The case for investing in young people 

Samuel Kissi, Curious Minds, Ghana 
Young people as a part of national poverty reduction strategies 

Gill Greer, Director-General, International Planned Parenthood Federation 
Universal access to reproductive health of adolescent girls and young women 

Priscilla Vera Hernández, Director-General, Instituto Mexicano de la Juventud 
Building on discussions at the World Youth Conference 2010 

 Michael Cashman, Member of the European Parliament 
 Investing in the rights of young people as key to achieving the MDGs 

 
The moderator will open the discussion (2-3 minutes) and introduce panelists (2-3 minutes). 
After each panelist has spoken (5-7 minutes each), the floor will be open for questions from the 
audience, consisting of young people, representatives of governments and civil society followed 
by discussion (30 minutes). The moderator will wrap up discussion (2-3 minutes). 


